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The marketing tech stack you need to stay competitive this year

Description

If youa??re still running your marketing from a color-coded spreadsheet and a half-broken
Mailchimp account, ita??s time for a glow-up.

Todaya??s marketing landscape moves at breakneck speeda??and so do the teams
dominating it. Whether youa??re a solo founder or managing a 15-person growth team, your
marketing tech stack is either your secret weapona?; or your biggest bottleneck.

According to Gartner, 68% of CMOs are increasing their investments in marketing
technology in 2025, prioritizing tools that support automation, personalization, and
measurement.

Leta??s break down what a modern, competitive marketing stack looks like in 2025a??and
what tools top-performing brands are using to pull ahead.

a??If youa??re not automating, youa??re falling behind.a?+ 4?7 Natalie Cole, Growth Advisor
@ FunnelFuel

1. CRM & Automation: The Non-Negotiables

Platforms like GoHighLevel, HubSpot, and ActiveCampaign do more than just store
contacts. They automate follow-ups, create dynamic workflows, and provide end-to-end
visibility across the funnel.

07?7 Pro tip: Use Al-based triggers (like GoHighLevela??s conversational workflows) to
qualify leads automaticallya??before a human even steps in.

Must-have functionality:

e Contact and lead scoring
e Multi-channel automation (email, SMS, DMs)
¢ Pipeline tracking and deal stages

0??? Useful links:
GoHighLevel | HubSpot | ActiveCampaign

2. Content Creation & Scheduling

A killer content strategy needs two things: creation and consistency.
For content creation:

e Canva Pro a&?? for fast, brand-consistent visuals
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e Descript 4?? edit videos like a Word doc
e Jasper / ChatGPT a?? for Al-assisted scripts, blogs, and email copy

For scheduling:

e Metricool or Buffer &?? plan, post, and report from one dashboard
e Loomly 4?7 ideal for team collaboration and approvals

0?8 Stat to know: Businesses that publish 16+ blog posts per month get 3.5x more traffic
than those that publish 04?7?74 posts (HubSpot).

3. SEO & Traffic Tools

Great content is wasted if no one finds it. Thata??s where a solid SEO stack pays off.
Top picks:

e SEMrush or Ahrefs a?? keyword tracking, backlink analysis, and SERP insights

e SurferSEO or Frase 4?? Al-powered content optimization

e Google Search Console & GA4 a?? for visibility into whata??s working (and whata??s
not)

0?7?7? Combine SurferSEO + Jasper for Al-assisted, SEO-optimized content in half the time.

0?7?7? Tools to explore:
SEMrush | Ahrefs | SurferSEO

4. Funnels & Conversion Optimization

You dona??t just want clicksa??you want conversions.
Conversion-focused tools:

e ClickFunnels 2.0, Webflow, or Unbounce a?? create high-converting landing pages
fast

e Hotjar a?? heatmaps and session recordings to spot friction

e ConvertBox or OptinMonster a?? smart popups and lead capture automation

0?7?° Stat to remember: Improving your conversion rate from 1% to 2% doubles your
revenuea??without spending a penny more on traffic.

5. Social Proof & Video Marketing

People trust peoplead??not logos. Thata??s why video content and user testimonials are
winning.

Tools like:
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e VideoAsk &?7? to collect video testimonials in minutes

e CapCut a?? quick edits for TikTok, Reels, and Shorts

e SnapDownloader a?? allows you to download TikTok videos (ethically, for review or
UGC inspiration)

0?7¥ 91% of marketers say video has helped increase brand awareness (Wyzowl)a??and
platforms like TikTok are fueling that momentum.

Thata??s why many marketers now need tools to download TikTok videos in hd for free
either for repurposing, analysis, or showcasing UGC. While always respect copyright, smart
marketers understand how to ethically curate and learn from high-performing video content.

Final Thought

You dona??t need 50 toolsa??you need the right ones. A streamlined marketing stack lets
you move faster, scale smoother, and test smarter.

2025 belongs to marketers who treat their tech stack like a profit center, not just a cost. And
remember: Frankensteining together random tools might a??worka?e for nowa??but ita??s
costing you time, money, and momentum.

Bonus: What about social proof and online presence?

Digital presence still matters, especially when scaling. Consultants often get asked about
their online visibilitya??how active they are, how many followers they have, whether
theya??re credible. come up because people want real, authentic growtha??not vanity
metrics. The takeaway? Transparency and trust win, and automation can support that too.

Quick FAQ

Q: Whata??s the most important marketing tech tool in 2025?

A: Your CRMa??ita??s the engine that drives automation, sales tracking, and follow-up.

Q: How do | avoid overpaying for tools | dona??t need?

A: Audit your stack quarterly. Cut anything you havena??t used in the past 30 days.

Q: Is Al replacing marketers?

A: Noa??but Al is replacing marketers who dona??t use Al.
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